The Challenge to Democracy
believed to reside, not in a race, but in an economic
or social class, the proletariat or "the toiling masses"-
and under that dictatorship music is commanded to
be proletarian, even if mathematics appears still to be
regarded as too difficult to be directed in its true path
by the toiling masses.
The scientist and the artist are clearly members of
some community, not only as human beings but also
in their special position as persons of exceptional
ability. They have no moral right to repudiate responsi-
bility for the use of their ability. Each person of
exceptional ability owes more than an ordinary person
to the community of which he forms a part. But what
he owes cannot be decided by any particular group
or clique in control of government at any moment.
The actual structure of society at any moment is not
the final criterion by reference to which science and
the arts are to be estimated. If it were, then education
would have to resist all change. The control of science
and the arts by a dictatorship either implies that the
particular situation under that dictatorship is perfect,
which is absurd, or it implies that science and the arts
are mere instruments of propaganda, which is a
complete misunderstanding of all science and art.
The responsibility of the artist to the community
arises out of the membership of all men in a com-
munity other than that of any particular moment.
That is what used to be called "the City of God."
The sight of that city inspires the artist to arouse
others to the vision on the horizon of ordinary life.
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